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2 PROPOSALS 
45 ron PUBLISHING, IN MAY. NEXT, 1 T | 
CROFT'S JOHNSON'S DICTIONARY 


CORRECTED, WITHOUT THE SMALLEST OMISSION ; | 


3 1 ts 2 


CONSIDERABLY IMFROVED; 
AND ENLARGED WIE on 


MORE THAN TWENTY THOUSAND WORDS, 


FS - 1LLUSTRATED BY. EXAMPLES FROM THE BOOKS QUOTED 4 
\ e BY DR. JOHNSON, | e 4 
| And. from others of the best Authority in our own and former Times. i 

? Hoping that hls. —_ may degerve to appear not among the mercenar crew of false pre- Fl 


\ tenders to learning, but the free and ingenuous sort of such as evidently were born to as 

Study, and love learning for itself, not for Jucre, or any other end but the service of f 
2 bY. God and truth, and perhaps that lasting fame and perpetuity of praise which God and : 

4 11 i good men have consented shall b&the reward of those whose published labours ad- _— 
E | voance the good of mankind. _ ” . | MitTON's AREOr. - £ | 
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2 A , * 


1 HE Rev. HRB TR Crorr, LL. B. of University College, Ox ford, after e- Bo. 


1 plwovying some years on this expensive work, unpatronized and unsupported, ven- Ro 1 
1 tures, however unwillingly, now that he can fix the time for publication, upon a 5 
| Step which he has repeatedly been advised to take, and which his great friend and 
x patron Bishop Lowth particularly urged, after seeing his MSS. in 188. 
= Mr. C. is ready to print, by Subscription, almost dose eee, «Dictionary of ; 
the English Language, which must necessarily be extended to Four large Volumes 1 
in Folio. This Dictiona I own under his hands, from having been 
| all his life, in the habit of adding to Dr; Johnson's book; from having considered 2 
; the language of the Statutes, in consequence of an intended national publication, 


„ the plan of which he had the honour to present ta his Majesty in 1787, under the 
= f of the Lord Chancellor Thurlow from having examined the question 

between Rowley and Chatterton; from having planfled an edition of Milton's 
Works, before Mr. Warton began with editing the smaller Poems; and from 


4 having laboured regularly, with a view to this publication, during a period of more 
1 than eight years. | | 3 b 


In this new Dictionary of the Englisb Language, the whole of Dr. J. 's book 
; will be religiously preserved. All that is „ N Ir. C. will be Me, 
Listingu ishable from the labour 8 of Dr q J. ; and Mr. C. undertakes "$3 


I. TO: CORRECT SUCH ERRORS-AS OCCUR TO HIM IN 
. jet en th ts wo 411 

n. TO IMPROVE. kT; AND, | 
1II. TO ENLARGE IT. 
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I. CORRECTIONS. 


I, When Mr. C. has reason to think Dr. J. wrong in the derivation, the ex- 


Planation, or the illustration of a word, he means to submit to his readers the re- 


Sult of his own researches, distinguished in a way which cannot be mistaken, im- 
mediately after the part of Dr. ].'s book to which he objects. 

II. Many thousand errors Will be corrected in Dr. ].'s quotations and refer- 
ences; for which his affecting Preface confesses that he “ trusted more to me- 


„ nmory than, in a state of disquiet and embarrassment, memory can contain;** or 


which he left to assistants, while his own time was“ lost under the pressures of 
disease; * or © spent in provision for the day that was passing over him.“ 
There are instances of his quoting the same passage, three or four different times, 
in as many different ways, or with as many diflerent references. 

III. in printing the new Dictionary, Dr. [.'s first edition of 1455 will be used; 
because the publishers have thought proper, in later editions, to curtail and strike 
out clucidations, and to contract. particular references into general ones, for the 


purpose, as it seems, of saving paper. But the first edition will be carefully com- 


pared with the last, among other reasons which materially respect accuracy of re- 
terence, &c.“ for the sake of Dr. J. 's three hundred and thirty-three additional 
Werds: which (and it is not here noticed from so mean a motive as a wish to 
censurt) are all that he was induced by fondness for his original work to add, in 
the course of many editions, and in more than a quarter of a century, notwith- 
standing his Preface Spoke of having“ much augmented the vocabulary ;*” and of 
which three hundred and thirty-three words it appears, from a supplement to 
n o the editions, that only one hundred and thirty-one have examples. 


II. IMPROVEMENTS. 


I. Examples will be added to some thousands of Dr. J. 's words, which now 
stand, to the amount of more than a third of the whole, without any authority, in 
that Dictionary of our language, “ in Which,“ the title-page tells us, “the words 
are illustrated by examples. 

II. For these examples, as well as for those which Mr. C. adds to Dr. J. “s, it 
has been the author's study to select, as often as possible, passages which are use— 
ful to some other end than the illustration of the word; “ passages of power“ (as 
a first-rate classick obzerves, who has left many such in volumes which Dr. J. 
never quotes) © of power to inbreed”” (a word not in Dr. J. 's Dictionary) © and 
« cherish, in a great people, the seeds of virtue and public civility, to allay the 
“ perturbations of the mind, and vet the affections in right tune.“ 

Lil. Minute and particular references, espetially to examples of this kind, will 
be given by the present author, and will be added to innumerable examples, at 
which Dr. }. gives only the writer's name. / 8 ET 

IV. All examples, thus doubly useful, will be distinguished by an asterisk; 
because scarcely any feader ever closes Dr. ].'s book, as soon as he has found 


* The first page will show how this book is now printed, In the first ed. 1755, 4oandon 
is illustrated by the following passage. Who is he so abandoned to sottish credulity, as 
to think, upon that principle, that a clod of earth in a sack, may ever, by eternal shaking, 
« receive the fabrick of man's body ?““ Bentley's Sermons, In the seventh edition, 17839, 
folio, credulity is printed cruelty. 7 

Every page abounds with. znaccuracies, the correcting of which would alone stamp a 
value on a new edition of Johnson; even without such additions as are made necessary by 
the way in which Dr. Johnson's book is executed, and by the improvements and pro- 
ductions of more than half a century. But we submit to buy all our best books printed in 
the same inaccurate, careless, and disgraceful manner. 
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that for which he opened it; such is the attraction of detached passages: and the 
asterisks of the new Dictionary will always compel the lingerer to turn his time 
to account, by attracting his eye to something that will improve his mind. 

V. A new mark, which cannot create any confusion, will be used at ironical 
and satirical passages, and at passages in which it happens, as Dr. J. says in his 
Preface, that, “ by hasty detruncation** (a word exhibited without any example 
in his Dictionary) © the general tendency of the sentence is changed; in which 
« the divine is made to desert his tenets, or the philosopher his system.)“ Against 

all such passages the reader will be put upon his guard by a note of admiration 
at the beginning of the sentence. The utility and even necessity of this will di- 
rectly be scen by those who remember how, in the“ Beauties of Johnson, an 
extract from the morality of the Rambler appeared to support the cowardice and 
impiety of suicide.“ | | | 

VI. Mr. C. means to lose no opportunity of warning his readers against those 
words, which the present ave considers as vulgar, as obsolete, or as not suffi— 
ciently established. | | | = | 

VII. When Dr. J.'s examples, or the additional ones, offend against certain 
general rules of grammar, in which all are agreed, and which will be laid down at 
the beginning of this Dictionary; corrections of such ungrammatical passages 
will be submitted to the reader in a way perfectly plain and simple. The cor- 
rection will always be proposed in italicks, and between crotchets. When a 
word is printed in italicks, and followed by another in italicks and between 

_crotchets - f the author means that perhaps are should stand in the place 
of is. When a word appears in italicks and between crotchets, without following; 
any other in italicks; it is suggested that the sentenee would be improved by in- 
Erting that word. When a word in italicks is followed by [I], the printer's 
mark for de/e; it is Suggested. that perhaps the sentence might be improved by 
omitting the word in italicks. The publick eye has been familiarized to much ot 
this in grammatical books, and particularly in one by Bishop Lowth; who 
thought that such a plan, Fut purmicd with too much refinement, would fix the gram- 
mar of our language beyond all former attempts, | 

VIII. Since it may be expected that the present Dictionary will be often 
quoted for hat is pleasing or useful in English literature, and still oftener for 
the grammatical queries, in both of which cases it would be desirable to reer to 
the particular page, column and line; a mode of printing this Dictioniry 33 
adopted, by numbering the columns, and placing figures down the page between 
the columns, which will facilitate such references. 

IX. in this Dictionary, anionig many other typographical improvements, the 
examples will be printed with a smallerletter, and will be immediately distin- 
Zuishable from the observations upon the word: which must also bring the book 
into less compass; an object that will be pursued as much as possible, consist- 
ently with the reader's convenience. | ry 


III. ADDITIONS. 


Dr. ].'s Dictionary was published almost half a century ago; and, as he pro- 
tes ed not to quote his contemporaries, which is by no means the present writer's 
rule, it Stops more than eighty years short of the present time, and, in fact, comes 
down only to the year 1709, when Dr. J. was born. It contains about Fortv- 
cight Thousand words, of which if is supposed that more than fifteen thousand 
words and senses are not illustrated by any examples. The author of the Dic- 
tionary now ready tor publication, besides supplying many of these fifteen thou- 
Sand with examples, which is one of the improvements, has illustrated Dr. J. 's 
words by many additional examples, and has added in their alphabetical order 
more than Twenty thousand other words, illustrated by examples from the 


writers whom Dr. J. quotes, and from others of the best authority in our own 
and former tunes. | 
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Such is the Dictionary of our Language which Mr. C. has built upon the foun- 
dation of Dr. Johnson's. He readily confesses that, without Dr. J. 's book, he 
never could have brought his own to this conclusion: and Mr. C., who has best 
reason to know the innumerable faults and defects of Dr. J. 's Dictionary, is not 
afraid to pronounce it the grandest specimen of diligence and genius, in one man, 
which any language can boast considering the incredibly short time spent upon 
it, only eight or nine years, during which too the Rambler was composed; and 
ad verting to all the neglected author's circumstances of“ inconvenience and dis- 
« traction, of sickness and of sorrow.“ 1 2 
It, now, remains only to mention, what the writer feels himself driving off to the 
last line, the terms of the subscription —-word of hate and fear [but which he 
| | will not illustrate in his Dictionary by the following passage from his great friend 
j i and mighty master; because he trusts that, after all, the passage contains more 
IF of severity than of truth. Dr. Johnson says, in his Life of Pope“ He, that asks 
3 « a subscription, soon finds that he has enemies. All, who do not encourage 
. © him, defame him. He, that wants money, will rather be thought angry than 
« poor; and he, that wishes to save his money, conceals his avarice by his ma- 
80 lice.” In the present day, the truth of these words may be justly doubted : 
and it is hoped that a man, who offers to his country, and to the world, such im- 
2 provements upon such a national Dictionary as Dr. Johnson's, will not be deemed 
: * | Spy Anas after a toi] of many years, for soliciting encouragement ; when he 
. has supported himself, to almost the moment of publication, by his own Single 
exertions, and by the sole patronage of his private tortune. 


TERMS OF THE SUBSCRIPTION. 
| 3 
5 | The new Dictionary will make Four large Volumes in Folio. EN a | 
| The price will be Twelve Guineas ; half to be paid at the time of subscribing, ; 
and half on the delivery of the third Volume. | 
Subscriptions will be received, and receipts given, by Mr. Croft, at his house : ; 
| and at the banking-houses of Croft and Co. in Pall-Mall, and Prescott and Co. 1 
2 in Threadneedle-street, London; to whom bankers or booksellers, in any other 
places, may remit the money. = | = 
| Part of the Dictionary will be delivered to the Subscribers in May next, and 
* the rest will follow as speedily as the nature of such a work can admit. No time 


a will be lost. For, alas! what human resource, except constant occupation of 
0 mind, remains to him, from whom an all-wise Providence has thought it best, at 
14 such a moment, to tear a valuable wife; not only the mother of his child ren, but 


the laborious assistant in such a work as this: and, in less than two months after- 
wards, two of his children? These events have prevented the writer from finish- 
ing and circulating his Proposals some weeks sooner. 


London, No. as, Nute, Spring-gardens, HERBERT CROFT. 
es ay, 1792. | | 5 F 


In order to add to the value of Subscription- copies, Ladies and Gentlemen are in- | 
formed that they will never have it in their power to purchase that to whichathey : 

N are now invited to subscribe; since this new and general Dictionary of the English : 

} Language will certainly never be printed for sale by Mr. C. in the way that he intends 

N to print it for his Subscribers. | | | 


*,* Mr, CROFT will be thankful for any Communications. 
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